OLA Information, 2017-18
List of Officers 

· President: Buzzy Nielsen
· Vice President: Esther Moberg
· Past President: Elsa Loftis
· Treasurer: Lori Wamsley
· Secretary: Korie Buerkle
· Parliamentarian: Vacant
· ALA Representative: Danielle Jones
· Member-at-Large: Kathy Street
· State Librarian: MaryKay Dahlgreen (September-March); Caren Agata (March-August)
Location and theme of annual conference 

· Hotel: Hilton Eugene
· Dates: April 18-21, 2018
· Theme: “Many points of light, one bright future.”
· Notable speakers: Erin Helgren (Children’s Insitute); Jill Cunningham (Yoncalla Public Library); Patti Dobrowolski
Legislative activity 
· The Federal Communications Commission repealed net neutrality rules on Internet Service Providers.
· The Trump Administration proposed eliminating Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) monies for the second year in a row. The funding was restored by Congress thanks to the efforts of library staff and supporters around the country.

· Unexpected legislation arose regarding funding for county law libraries. Oregon HB 4097 proposed allowing law library appropriations to be used for non-library functions, such as court facilitation services. Thanks to OLA’s intervention, the bill was amended to only address an issue in Multnomah County and was not made broadly applicable statewide.
· Oregon HB 4023 directed the State Broadband Office to create rules to allow schools, libraries, and other public entities to use the State’s broadband capabilities in areas with otherwise limited broadband access. Lake County Library District Director Amy Hutchinson served on the rulemaking committee on behalf of OLA.
Notable awards/honorary memberships 

· OLA Librarian of the Year: Pate Duke
· Library Supporter of the Year: Josephine Community Libraries, Inc., Board of Directors
· Distinguished Service: Shirley Roberts (OLA Association Manager)
· Honorary Life Membership: Nan Heim (former OLA lobbyist)
· President’s Award: Leah Griffith

· ACRL-OR Award for Excellence: Pam Kissinger

· Evelyn Sibley Lampman Award: Heather McNeil
· Intellectual Freedom Champion: Comic Book Legal Defense Fund
· OASL Library Media Specialist of the Year: Laurie Nordahl; Shelby Linn Paulson

· OASL Library Paraprofessional of the Year: Catherine Blue

· OASL Distinguished Library Service Award for School Administrators: Merrit Holub

· OYAN OYEA Award: Sonja Somerville

· Public Library Division Pearl Award: Thalia Truesdell
Outstanding events that you remember

· Governor Kate Brown unexpectedly dismissed State Librarian MaryKay Dahlgreen in March 2018 due to lack of Senate votes to confirm her. Key stakeholders, including the State Library Board, Commission for the Blind, State Library staff, and OLA, were not consulted. OLA members expressed dissatisfaction with the decision and process to the Governor’s Office and Senate. Caren Agata, Program Manager for Government Information and Library Services at the State Library, stepped in as interim State Librarian. OLA and other stakeholders were invited to participate in the selection process for a new State Librarian.
· Some individuals objected to the inclusion of George by Alex Gino being included in the Grades 3-5 list for Oregon Battle of the Books. The objections related to the main character being transgender. Two school districts pulled out of the program as a result of the controversy. The OBOB Committee and OLA vigorously defended the book’s inclusion on the list.
· The inaugural year of the Leadership Institute of the Oregon Library Association (LIOLA) was held in Pendleton on May 16-19.
· The Music Library Association held its annual conference in Portland on January 31-February 4, 2018.
· Wallowa County Commissioners proposed closing their library, which served the residents of unincorporated parts of the county. A May funding measure was rejected by voters. The library was slated to close in Fall 2018.
· The Falls City Library in Wagner closed following its summer reading program in the summer of 2018.

· The defunct Douglas County Library central branch in Roseburg was transferred to the City of Roseburg. The City began the process of reopening Roseburg’s library under city management.

· Josephine County passed a measure creating a library district in select parts of the county, their third attempt.

· At the June Board meeting, the Executive Board created OLA’s newest round table: the Staff Training Round Table.

