DISCOVER THESE PERFORMERS!

Remember:  If you have not had the chance to view a particular performer yourself, we highly recommend that you ask for references and speak to other libraries about the quality and type of performance you can expect from that performer. Libs-or might be a good place to ask for input from other libraries.
Last updated: Summer 2003

The Abalone Kidz
Bonnie Messinger and Emily Gottfried 

4648 SW 39th   Portland, OR  97221

(503) 768-9065

fax:  (503) 497-9054

abalonekidz@attbi.com 

Program description:   The Abalone Kidz are a unique performing group, offering songs, music and stories from around the world. Their imaginative shows incorporate contemporary, traditional, and original music—while providing ample opportunity for audience participation.

Audience age level:  preschool to middle school.

Time Length:   Usually about 45 min., but slightly shorter for preschool. We have also done full-length family performances, including intermission.

Special Needs:   

Travel range:  With mileage included—up to 2 hours. Without mileage—approximately 40 miles.

Fee:   $150-175, depending on distance and length or performance.

Additional costs:   

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Actors in Action
Damon Jones

323 NE Wygant St., Suite 203   Portland, OR  97211

(503) 762-2911

fax:  (503) 762-3918

actorsinaction@qwest.net 

www.actorsinaction.com  (go to theater page)

Program description: Plays and entertainment. Adventure inside some of literature’s classic tales. Choose from over ten different shows. We will even develop a show to suit your needs at no extra cost. We come to your location with professional actors and use creativity and interaction with the audience as our main premise. Every audience member will have a chance to participate in our comedic yet informative take on literature’s most memorable characters. Pecos Bill and Friends, Tom Sawyer, Arthur and Merlin, Lewis and Clark, A Christmas Carol, and an Improvisation Show are some of the venues we offer. We set up in minutes and require no special stage or PA system. We’re actors. We will perform for any audience anywhere. See our web site’s theater page for a more detailed description of our shows.

Audience age level:  3-13 years, but adults love it too.

Time Length:  45 min. (some shows could be lengthened or shortened.)

Special Needs: At least one audience member.

Travel range:  None

Fee:  $225 per performance (package deals available)

Additional costs:  If more than 15 miles outside the Portland/Vancouver area a minimal travel fee may apply.

Seasonal availability:   Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Bob Albano
Mr. Bob’s Music Party

2850 SW Cedar Hills Blvd, Suite 314

Beaverton,  OR  97005

(503) 515-6828

mrbob@pacifier.com    http://home.pacifier.com/~mrbob/
Program description:  Concert: “A fast-paced, interactive music party with everything from the Beatles to B-I-N-G-O.”  (45 min.)    Musical: An interactive performance where the children are the stars of Sendak’s Where the Wild Things Are using old favorites and my original songs. (20-25 min.)    Craft:  “Percussion Construction”  Make durable instruments with parts from the hardware store. (Time varies with instrument. Includes 15 min. sing-along at a gathering drum.)

Audience age level:   Concert: toddler to adult.  WTWTA: Preschool.  Percussion Construction: Early elementary school.

Time Length:  See above.

Special Needs: Percussion construction requires a lab fee with each participant keeping the instrument they made.

Travel range:  no real limit. Fee will change with distance.

Fee:  $110 for concert when we use my PA (inside Portland Metro area)

Additional costs:  Add $25 for every half-hour outside metro boundary. Most instruments for “Perc. Const.” Are $5 each.

Seasonal availability:  My summers are usually 90% booked by the end of April. Fall, winter, and spring limited to weekends.

Single performance?: Yes

Albert Alter
5848 SE 18th Ave., Portland, OR  97202

(503) 235-2415 or 1-800-537-9772

fax:  (503) 235-2415

altered@europa.com
Program description:  Two shows—one verbal clown, the other classic white-faced mime show. The clown show combines magic, juggling, object balancing, mime and other circus skills with audience participation. It uses boxes “found” in the basement of the library. The show for 2003 will be of the same style.  The audience also gets to see me transform into my clown make-up, costume and character before the show. This is especially good for very small children that may be afraid of clowns.  The other show is about how stories are created, told, changed, and written. The show combines classic white-faced mime vignettes with some talking between the pieces to show how stories are created and shared. The show can be tied to books or stories the local library may be reading, or the summer reading program theme.

Audience age level:  Children of all ages from  3 to 93 

Time Length:  40-55 minutes (Could shorten or lengthen as needed)

Special Needs:  Open area to perform in with audience about 4 or 5 feet from edge of performance area. If performing area is very large or outdoors, a wireless lavaliere microphone and sound system.

Travel range:  Anywhere. Will negotiate mileage with libraries in distant parts of state

Fee:  $265, but will negotiate for several shows on same day or in same area of the state.

Additional costs:  Travel is included within 2-hour drive of Portland.

Seasonal availability:  All seasons.

Single performance?:  yes.

Jory Aronson
Jory Sings!

2145 NE 79th Ave.,  Portland, OR  97213

(503) 251-8888

fax:  (503) 252-8880

jorysings@aol.com   www.jorysings.com
Program description: Jory presents exciting, active, participatory concerts for children and their families. A typical concert is a blend of songs that elicit children’s creative ideas, songs that explore our world, children participating in a skit or being puppeteers, movement and actions, dancing frogs and other props, instruments, etc.  Jory often uses her own original songs and adapts others to suit the occasion. Adaptability, creativity, flexibility, enjoyability, and professionalism are the backbone of Jory’s concerts.

Audience age level:  Can be for a mixed age group (3-10) or geared to a particular age group (toddlers, preschoolers, or elementary)

Time Length:  45-60 min.

Special Needs:  Prefers to have an adult assistant (volunteer or staff)

Travel range:  Open. Prefers block bookings if performing far from Portland.

Fee:  Varies according to distance and block bookings

Additional costs:  Motel or home-stay if needed.

Seasonal availability: Year-round

Single performance?: Yes.

Arthur Atsma
Arthur’s Amazing Magic Show

215 Adams Ave.  Silverton, OR 97381

(503) 873-6033

atsmagic@juno.com

Program description:  Sleight of hand comedy magic show. Age appropriate for all groups. Magic with coins, balls, cards, and even live animals are used during the 45-minute to an hour presentation. Audience participation is highly encouraged. Magic is used as a tool to express the importance of reading, not only for information, but for fun and leisure as well. The show is fast-paced, fun, and very up-beat. The message of the importance of reading is made clear in a fun and entertaining way.  Another program option for teen and young adult are the magic workshops. These last about 90 minutes. I teach three very cool sleight of hand tricks to the group, talk about performance, and work on presentation of magic. These are good for groups no larger than 20 and ages 12 and up.

Audience age level: Any age for the show, but the very young (3-5) don’t get into the magic so well.

Time Length:  45 min. to 1 hour, depending on conditions.

Special Needs: 8x12 stage area (does not have to be riser or platform, just a space). Audience must be in front of performer, not to sides or behind. Electricity for sound, if needed.

Travel range:  Pacific Northwest, Northern California, Western Idaho.

Fee:  $300 per show, negotiable.

Additional costs:  Travel and extras are negotiable with the fee. Also consideration is taken for multiple bookings. For the workshops, there is a supply fee of $4 per student.

Seasonal availability:  Call and ask about availability.

Single performance?: Yes

Marlene Azur
Eartha the Ecological Clown

6975 SW Bancroft Way   Portland, OR  97225

(503) 297-8450

fax:  (503) 590-7606

earthatheclown@hotmail.com
Program description:  Using magic, live animals, puppets, amazing facts, jokes, and audience participation, Eartha presents lighthearted lessons about water, endangered species, recycling, insects, etc.  But she shows the real magic of our amazing planet is around us every day.

Audience age level:   Age 2 and up 

Time Length:  45 minutes +

Special Needs:  None

Travel range:   Open

Fee:    $175 per show 

Additional costs: Over 25 miles, $40/hour travel time

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Ray Ballantyne
4676 Commercial Street SE  PMB #246

Salem, OR  97302

(503) 585-1584

fax:  (503) 391-6954

ballantale@aol.com 

Program description:  Storytelling in the folk tradition. All library performances feature stories directly connected to specific books.  Folklore, contemporary stories, participation stories, and fairy tales. Teller is a retired elementary teacher with years of experience with children.

Audience age level:  Primarily 4 years to 6th grade, but open to any age, including adult.

Time Length:  40-60 minutes, depending on age and need.

Special Needs:  None.

Travel range:  Open

Fee:   $175 for one performance; $225 for 2 on same half-day.  Willing to negotiate to meet budget demands.

Additional costs:  Lodging and mileage (.32/mile) for farther than 60 miles from Salem.

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Tyler Bechtel
Tater A. Peal/PDX Entertainment

4915 SE 38th Ave.   Portland, OR  97202

(503) 788-3826

fax:  (503) 788-3826

tyler@pdxentertainment.com     

www.PDXEntertainment.com
Program description:   “Comical Catastrophes” by Tater A. Peal.  Tyler Bechtel is one of the Northwest’s finest all around clown and variety entertainers. With over 15 years experience Tater has entertained thousands across the US and internationally in ten countries! Tyler is widely recognized for his 3,800-mile record-setting cross-country unicycle ride to raise money for the Shriners Hospital for Children. As a 1993 graduate of the famed Ringling Bros. And Barnum & Bailey Clown College, Tyler created the rascal clown character, Tater A. Peal. Tater is a lovable, young and imaginative prankster who’s apt to amaze any audience! Tater is your best choice as a clown or as a Vaudeville performer.  Skills such as unicycling, juggling and many more come as second nature. Tater’s curiosity leads to comical catastrophes as he finds himself juggling atop tall unicycles.  All shows are interactive, stretching the imagination of audience members. Tater takes you along with him on a trip to the circus! Performances are available in and out of clown make-up and are able to adapt to any time limit or space.

Audience age level:  All ages.

Time Length:  30-45 min. preferred.

Special Needs:  

Travel range:  50 miles with no charge.

Fee:   $175 for one show. Multiple shows are very negotiable.

Additional costs:  $25/50 miles for travel over 50 miles from Portland. 

Seasonal availability:  Year-round.  Book early for summer dates.

Single performance?: Yes

Mike “Buster” Bednarek
Buster’s Red Nose Revue

P.O. Box 364   Salem, OR  97308

(503) 362-7999

fax:  (503) 375-7804

bednarek@worldnet.att.net www.webclowns.com/buster  

Program description:  “A Fool’s Tools” is a guided journey through misadventure. It gives young and old alike an inside look at the art of clowning through a lively session of demonstration, audience involvement, and performance of physical comedy, balancing, and illusions.

Audience age level:  Ages 5 to 105

Time Length:  45 minutes

Special Needs: Minimum of 10x20 performance area with high ceiling and electrical outlet; a separate dressing or off-stage area would be nice.

Travel range: I prefer within 3 hours of Salem, although further IS negotiable.

Fee:  $235 plus expenses (and of course everything is negotiable)

Additional costs:  minimal mileage costs within 3 hours of Salem; additional costs if overnight stay is necessary.

Seasonal availability:   Weekends all year; summer weekdays are possible and negotiable.

Single performance?: Yes

Jen and Wendy Bernard
4332 SE Ivon St.  Portland, OR  97206-1640

(503) 231-1423

LzyBull@aol.com
Program description: Singing sisters Jen and Wendy Bernard present a lively and fun-filled program of musical theatre, featuring tons of audience participation and wide-ranging themes, running all the way from natural ecosystems to kids’ self-esteem issues to slimy unmentionables. It’s a wacky, engaging, high-energy, infectious, harmonious program for kids of all ages (including “kids at heart.”)

Audience age level:  Families, with a focus on ages 3-10.

Time Length:  40-45 min.

Special Needs:   2 chairs without arms.

Travel range:  Throughout Oregon and Washington.

Fee:  $280 base rate for programs within 20 miles of Portland. A $25 per-program discount applies to multiple bookings.

Additional costs:  Additional $50 per hour of travel time.

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes.

Mary Pat Booth (aka “Lucky”)
MP’s Clowning & Family Entertainment 

11865 SW Walnut St.     Tigard, OR 97223

(503) 590-6088

fax:  (503) 590-4748

luckymp@sterlink.net   

http://pdxentertainment.com/lucky.html
http://www.comedifest.com/staff.htm
Program description:  Comedy clown stage show, using physical comedy, pantomime, clown magic, juggling, audience involvement and lots of silliness and laughter! (Show can incorporate thematic material as well . . . you pick the theme, and I’ll incorporate it.)

Audience age level:   preschool and up

Time Length:  45-60 minutes

Special Needs: Electricity; 8x5 minimum space (the more the better!)

Travel range: One-hour radius from Tigard, Oregon

Fee:   $150 per show

Additional costs:  $25 for travel over 30 minutes.

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Retta Christie
Retta & The Smart Fellas-Western Swing

P.O. Box 11361   Portland, OR  97211

(503) 735-2651

rettasmartfellas@aol.com www.rettaandthesmartfellas.com
Program description:  Retta and The Smart Fellas play lively western swing music that appeal to all ages. It’s danceable, toe tapping fun for all. Singer/guitarist Retta Christie’s heritage of classic western swing and traditional jazz brings a rare purity of voice and spirit to her performances. Retta’s acclaimed stage act with her band The Smart Fellas and her CD “Rural Jazz” have garnered nominations from the Academy of Western Artists: Female Western Swing vocalist, Western Swing Group, and Western Swing Album of the year.

Audience age level: Great for all ages

Time Length:  up to two 45-minute sets

Special Needs: We need electricity to power our instruments and sound system. A real piano would be great if it is available. We do have a keyboard that we travel with.

Travel range:  Around the state of Oregon and SW Washington

Fee:   Portland metro area and Salem-- $600.  For outlying areas, we charge $850 (this could vary depending on the distance) plus, travel expenses, i.e. gas and food. Lodging (3 motel rooms) is needed for greater distances.

Additional costs:   ?

Seasonal availability:  Any time. Summer is our busiest season.

Single performance?: Yes

Alton Chung
Open Heart

13901 NE Piper Rd. Vancouver, WA 98684

(360) 882-3581

fax:  (360) 212-8122

open_heart@usa.net 

Program description:  I am a storyteller and tell a variety of legends and folktales from many lands, but mostly I tell stories from Hawaii and Japan. My passion, however, is relating true Hawaiian ghost stories. The ancient Hawaiians were a spiritually strong people and many odd things have happened and continue to occur in the Islands. I grew up with these stories and legends and my intent in telling them is to keep alive my own heritage and culture. These stories may entertain and educate, but I believe that all of them are sacred stories and I tell them with great respect. With each telling, I honor my ancestors and the land, spirit and culture of my birth. My performances are tailorable to the needs and interests of the audience.

Audience age level:   any

Time Length:  adaptable, up to 2 hours.

Special Needs:  none

Travel range:   3 hours drive from Portland

Fee:  Negotiable. $100 per hour for large performance, $50 per hour for a classroom.

Additional costs:  Travel costs negotiable

Seasonal availability:  Weekends and evenings throughout the year

Single performance?: Yes

CITE Creative Information
3636 NE 63rd Ave. Portland,  OR   97213

(503) 493-8070

fax:  (503) 493-8171

dpex@aol.com     www.citecreative.org
Program description: Using the arts, CITE develops unique programs designed to educate and inspire positive action. CITE (Creative Information, Transformation Education) is a nonprofit organization founded in 1992. We believe our unique programs help educate and inspire a new generation of compassionate global citizens. CITE’s theater programs feature professional actors and musicians and tour thanks to our generous donors and producing partners.  This year’s shows include Bully the Kid (on bully prevention); Three Billy Goats Gruff or Here’s Lookin’ at You, Kid (diversity and differences issues); You Ooze, You Lose—Save Water, Energy and the Environment (sponsored by Portland General Electric); As the Faucet Turns (water conservation); Make a Ripple, Make a Wave—A Concert for Clean Rivers (sponsored by the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board).

Audience age level: K-6

Time Length:  40 min.

Special Needs:  None

Travel range:  Oregon and SW Washington

Fee:  $500-$550

Additional costs:  Travel costs depend on location. No extra cost for Salem area

Seasonal availability:  Very negotiable. Hope to expand our season to include summer.

Single performance?: Yes, depending on location and travel time and costs.

Nancy Coffelt

605 NE Imperial Ave.,   Portland, OR  97232

(503) 232-8693

fax:  (503) 235-2995

coffeltart@cs.com  www.nancycoffelt.com
Program description:  Do books pop out of thin air?  Nope, and there’s always a much more interesting story behind the story. By reading one or more of my books, storytelling, and creating lots and lots of drawings I show students that they too have the skills to imagine a story. By the end of each session, the classrooms get to take with them pages of characters that came from their very own ideas.

Audience age level:  All, but mainly K-middle school

Time Length: 40 min.  (30 min. okay for K)

Special Needs:  1 or 2 large pads of paper, an easel, and a fat black felt pen.

Travel range:  Oregon, Washington

Fee:  $700 per day; $1,500 per week

Additional costs:   No travel charges within 50 miles; $50 for up to 100 miles. Accommodations may be required if further than 100 miles.

Seasonal availability:  Year-round. See schedule on my web site.

Single performance?: Yes. Fee can be negotiated as far as length of presentation and distance to travel.

Arlene Cohen
The Story Catalyst

P.O. Box 1222    Corvallis, OR  97339

(541) 758-2072

cohenarlene@netscape.com  www.osulibrary.orst.edu/linkweb/bio.htm
Program description:  Many of my performance programs are accented by dance and include Moving Stories, Wise Women Stories, Stories by Hans Christian Andersen, Holiday programs, Endangered Animal Stories, Tree Stories, Native American Stories, and folktales from many countries.


Interactive workshops for children are The Story Trip, The Story Image, and The Forest Adventure.  For teens and adults, workshops include The Personal Narrative Experience, Our Emerging Wisdom for Women, Nurturing Kindness Through Storytelling, and Empowering Choices.  The workshops use stories as a catalyst for other activities: movement, creative writing, and drawing to build literacy skills and appreciation for literature for children, and self-enrichment for adults.

Audience age level:  All age levels from preschool to senior citizens.

Time Length:  Performances 40 min.  Workshops 2 hours.

Special Needs:  Performances: prefer lavaliere microphone, smooth floor for ones that include dance.

Travel range: 80 miles.

Fee:   $150 for first performance, $100 for repeat of that performance; workshops $200

Additional costs:  Copies of handouts made on-site, drawing materials, paper supplied by site.  Travel 30 cents per mile.

Seasonal availability:   Quite flexible.

Single performance?: Yes

Cwerks, Inc.
Marian and Christopher Scadden

P.O. Box 159   Dallas,  OR  97338

(888) 236-4292

enrich@cwtheatre.com     www.cwtheatre.com 

Program description:   We have several interactive plays available: Jack and the Beanstalk; Princess on a Pea; and Puss in Boots.  We also have “Art of Mime,” an interactive mime show; and “A to Zeus,” a presentation of Greek mythology. Each program lasts 45 minutes.

Audience age level:  K-5, families.

Time Length:  45 minutes.

Special Needs:  a clear space for performing.

Travel range:  near and far 

Fee:  varies, with discounts for multiple bookings (usually starts around $270)

Additional costs: mileage fee varies

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

John Dashney

The Stage Within Your Mind

1932 Chemeketa St. NE,  Salem, OR  97301

(503) 364-5825

dashney47@msn.com 

Program description:  Storytelling—humorous, spoken ballads, original material, tall tales, and stretchers.

Audience age level: 5 to adult.

Time Length: 20-40 minutes.

Special Needs: Some help with transportation, as I am blind.

Travel range: If you’re paying and can help me get there, I’ll come.

Fee:  Negotiable.

Additional costs:  Transportation costs—the state of Oregon gets very upset when I try to drive.

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?:  Probably

Jeff Defty

1205 Park Avenue,  Eugene, OR  97404

(541) 689-9113

jdefty@aaahawk.com 

Program description: Storyteller. Folktales from around the world, original stories and audience-participation tales.

Audience age level:  programs for all age levels from preschool to young adult/adult.

Time Length:  30 min. for preschoolers, 40-60 min. for other groups.

Special Needs: Sound system for groups over 150.

Travel range:  Oregon, Southern Washington, Northern California.

Fee:  $175 for first performance; $125 for second performance on same day.

Additional costs:  Travel:  .30/mile. Overnight accommodations if needed.

Seasonal availability:  ?

Single performance?: Yes

Esther Dietz

P.O. Box 604   Sweet Home, OR  97382

(541) 259-3559

Tedesther@proaxis.com 

Program description:  Multi-cultural—fantasy, fun

Audience age level:  Any level, K-adult

Time Length:  Whatever desired.

Special Needs:  None

Travel range:   50 miles

Fee:  Negotiable

Additional costs:  Travel

Seasonal availability:  Yes

Single performance?: Yes

Katherine Dines
Hunk-ta-bunk-ta Music

2000 Little Raven Street  #1-c

Denver,  CO  80202

(303) 298-7122 

fax:  (303)  298-7082

Kdines@mindspring.com  www.Hunktabunkta.com
Program description:  Highly participatory and educational programs with a focus on literacy through song writing.  Can be tailored to fit specific themes. Instruments from around the world; zany props; drama; sign language, movement, traditional stories and original songs from seven award-winning albums. Also: student workshops; keynote addresses; In-service training for educators for pre-k through 3rd grades.

Audience age level:  Pre-K through 6th and family—audiences of all ages.

Time Length: 30-60 min. depending on ages

Special Needs:  1 large table for props;; small PA with 3 channels and 2 speakers (Can bring for small additional charge)

Travel range:  Artist performs globally

Fee:   Varies according to length and type of program/s; block bookings; workshops; numbers of participants; etc. Approximately $750 per day for one day up to 5 items that day (performances/workshops in any combination—with maximum of 3 performances)

Additional costs: Varies according to program/s and other factors defined above

Seasonal availability:  Year-round beginning February 2003

Single performance?: Yes

Dragon Theater Puppets
Jason Ropp

15 NE Fremont St.   Portland, OR  97212

(503) 284-6570

dragontheater@hotmail.com 

Program description:  Puppet shows for all ages and events. Fairie Tales with a twist!  I have several to choose from: The Reluctant Dragon, Rumplestiltskin, Princess and the Witch, Dragula’s Overbite. With a combination of humor and great looking puppets I try to teach valuable lessons through non-stop entertainment. Classic hand and rod style puppetry that the whole family will love. (The puppets are built out of latex rubber, neoprene, felt and foam rubber.) Also available: puppet-making workshops and puppetry classes!

Audience age level:  Ages 1-101

Time Length: 30 minutes

Special Needs:  20x20 space for large show, 6x6 space for smaller booth show

Travel range:  Anywhere

Fee:   $100 small local show; $400 large show. May have a travel charge outside Portland area. Class prices depend on size and style of class wanted.

Additional costs: Call for info.

Seasonal availability:  Year-round. Please call well in advance

Single performance?: Yes

Bob Eaton
Bob Eaton, Magician

6105 SW 130th Ave.   Beaverton, OR  97008-4614

(503) 643-2700

Program description:  A magic show with audience participation.  I do some “theme” magic—Harry Potter, Star Wars, and summer reading program themes.

Audience age level:  4 years and up

Time Length: 40 minutes.

Special Needs:  None

Travel range: Oregon

Fee:   $85 in Beaverton

Additional costs:  Travel from Beaverton

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Nellie Edge

Nellie Edge Resources, Inc.

1580 Rio Vista Way S.,   Salem, OR  97302

(503) 399-0040

fax:  (503) 399-0435

info@nellieedge.com    www.nellieedge.com 

Program description:  Music is Magic for Our Child and You!  This interactive workshop invites parents and the children they love to enjoy irresistibly fun knee-bouncing rhymes, tickle games, nursery rhymes, finger plays and lullabies.  Come and discover the power of music to enhance healthy child development.

Audience age level:  Parents and babies, toddlers, and/or preschoolers.

Time Length: 1 hour.

Special Needs:  Cordless lavaliere microphone if over 50 participants.

Travel range: Oregon

Fee:   $250

Additional costs:  Travel and per diem expenses.

Seasonal availability:  ?

Single performance?: Yes, provided arrangements are made for parents to have the option of purchasing “music is Magic for Your Child and You!” book and cassette at cost ($15)

Jodi Eichelberger

Other Hand Productions

1511 NE 45th Ave., Suite 10   Portland, OR  97213

(503) 810-8973

fax:  (503) 282-2281

otherhand@juno.com    www.otherhandproductions.com
Program description: “Pinocchio” Puppet Show—Magic dances in the shadows of Gepetto’s workshop as toys tools come to life! Pinocchio has learned his father’s trade and breathes enchantment into his puppet creations. The strings of your imagination will be pulled in unexpected ways as Pinocchio relives his adventures with Harlequino, the Fox and Cat, and Lampwick. A unique form of puppet theatre called “Czech Black” creates a curtain of light illuminating a world where puppets dance, float, and disappear. Featuring original songs and puppets created by this award-winning company.

Audience age level: Kindergarten and up

Time Length: 45 minutes

Special Needs:  20w x20l x12h performance area; blackout conditions; ample power supply near performance area.

Travel range:   National

Fee:  Negotiable, beginning at $395

Additional costs: .40 per mile if over 60 miles from Portland; $100 additional if overnight stay required.

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Craig Einhorn
Craig Einhorn, M.M., Classical Guitarist

2160 Friendly St.   Eugene, OR  97405

(541) 485-4008

einhorn@efn.org     www.efn.org/~einhorm
Program description: Craig Einhorn offers an informative and educational performance on the classical guitar. While earning his Masters in Classical Guitar Performance, Craig studied music history extensively and now shares the development of music with young audiences through the exciting repertoire of the guitar. Craig was selected by the Lane Arts Council for the Artist in Schools Program and has given student assemblies at numerous schools in Lane County. With an informal and personal approach Craig enlightens young audiences. Craig prefaces each piece with down-to-earth dialogue and questions to get young minds reeling. His educational performances are truly interactive. The music he will share spans five centuries and circles the earth.

Audience age level:   7-100

Time Length:  Any length, but for children less than an hour is best. Even 20-40 min. works.

Special Needs: None.

Travel range:   No limits.

Fee:  TBA depending on traveling costs.

Additional costs:  N/A

Seasonal availability:  Year-round.

Single performance?: Yes

Fools in Paradise
Kite Giedraitis (contact), Erin Middleton, Kevin Finkley, Saffire

4045 SE Cora St.   Portland, OR  97202

(503) 775-9039 
kiteg@yahoo.com    www.foolsinparadise.com
Program description:  Quartet playing a mix of traditional African music and original compositions on African marimba, mbira (thumb piano), and hand drums, with voice and extra percussion. Our sets are a combination of the gently sounds of the mbira dzavadzimu, a traditional Zimbabwean instrument of the Shona people, with bass kalimba drum and four-part vocals and the more energetic, danceable sounds of marimbas, hand drums, shakers, and vocals. We can tailor our performance to your event.

Audience age level:  5 years to 105 years

Time Length:  Tailored to your needs—45 min. to 3 hours

Special Needs:  Good quality PA system with minimum of 4 mikes. (We can provide this for a nominal extra fee)

Travel range:  Within 2 hours driving of Portland, or by special arrangement.

Fee:   $300-600 depending on length of performance, and number of band members playing

Additional costs:  30 cents/mile per 2 vehicles if outside Portland metro area.

Seasonal availability:  DNA

Single performance?: Yes, if within 45-minute range of Portland.

Ann Fore

Country Entertainment Productions and Associates, Inc.

10117 SE Sunnyside Rd-F  #715

Clackamas, OR  97015

(503) 653-9775

fax:  (503) 653-0535

countryentertainment24@yahoo.com 

Program description: I teach country dance, emphasis on line dance. I have a children’s program. I do the Hokey Pokey, Pat-a-Cake Polka, Chicken Dance, Cha Cha Slide, and the Electric Slide line dance. I also have a dance team. We perform for fairs, shopping malls, Grand Openings, etc.

Audience age level:  All ages.

Time Length: 30-45 min, depending on time available.

Special Needs: ?

Travel range:  40 miles.

Fee:  Negotiable.

Additional costs:  None

Seasonal availability:  Available on request

Single performance?: Yes

Amy L. Gray

Zing Productions

3924 NE Royal Court   Portland, OR  97232

(503) 229-0192

amyzing@easystreet.com 

Program description:  Peter and the Wolf—music literacy, guided play, improvisational silly retelling of Prokofiev’s classic musical story. Volunteers play all the parts using handcrafted puppets and masks.

Audience age level:  4-adult.

Time Length: 40-45 min.

Special Needs:  Small table, electrical outlet, stage depth of at least 6 feet.

Travel range:  Let’s talk

Fee:  $250 per show or 2 for $400

Additional costs:  None

Seasonal availability:  All weather

Single performance?: Yes

Joyce A. Greiner
40705 Larwood Drive    Scio, OR  97374

(503) 394-3825

joyceg@smt-net.com 

Program description:  Multicultural folktales; Native American legends; International tales; “strong girls and women” stories. All programs are interactive tellings using simple props, percussion instruments and story-songs.

Audience age level:  K-12, adults, seniors

Time Length:  45 min; 1 hour; 1.5 hours

Special Needs:  Mike if an auditorium

Travel range: Northwest

Fee:  Varies: negotiable

Additional costs: Mileage if out of mid-valley

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Allan Hirsch
Alleyoop

2853 21st Ave. W    Seattle, WA  98199

(206) 283-3726 

alley246@aol.com    www.showgigs.com/alleyoop
Program description:  1. Alleyoop!  A one-man variety show that includes storytelling, musical games, and puppets.  For young children ages 2-9 year old. Any size audience.   2. Folk Toys and Whistles Around the World—Children and parents will hear about the origins of these unique, unusual, historical, and multi-cultural amusements of the past. Included in this ever-growing collection are over 50 gadgets and 35 whistles! This program is designed especially for libraries and schools. It is ideal for groups of 50-75 children ages 5 and up. Adaptable for larger groups too! The program lasts for approximately 1 hour.     3.  Songs and Poems of Shel Silverstein.  This program for school-age children consists of many favorite poems and songs.

Audience age level:  See above.

Time Length:  45-60 minutes.

Special Needs:  N/A

Travel range:  Anywhere in the world.

Fee:   Single $250; two on same day, $200 each;  three on same day $150 each.

Additional costs:   For single performances.

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Rick Huddle
4603 N Kerby Ave.  Portland, OR  97217

(503) 460-9205

gupppyrick@juno.com 

Program description:  Storytelling for children ages 3-12. I focus on fun, lively stories that make children laugh and think. Many of the stories challenge stereotypes.

Audience age level:   3-12

Time Length:  20-60 min.

Special Needs: For larger groups or loud environments, a PA system with body mike

Travel range:  negotiable

Fee:  $50-100 per show

Additional costs:   travel and hotel costs if applicable

Seasonal availability:   Year-round

Single performance?: Yes, depending on location and fee.

Kathy Hunter
Fishtrap Storyteller

68762 Allen Canyon Loop Road

Wallowa, OR  97885

(541)  569-2024

khunter@oregontrail.net
Program description:  Stories for all ages, with some music.  I can tailor a program to meet client needs. Examples: Why Stories, Frogs & Bogs, Just for Fun (for children). Fairytales, monologues on History and Aging (for adults).

Audience age level:  All ages

Time Length: Generally 45 minutes, depending on age of audience

Special Needs: Microphone for larger audiences. Sometimes a chair.

Travel range:  Negotiable. Would rather not travel across the state for one performance.

Fee:   $150 for 45-minute performance

Additional costs:  Lodging, food and travel expenses

Seasonal availability:  Summer travel is not favored, but I will consider it.

Single performance?: Yes, depending on mileage

Jackie and Carrie
Jackie Hunsinger-McConnell and Carrie Boudreau

3303 Pioneer Drive SE       Salem, OR  97302

(503) 364-9564

gapgirlZ87@hotmail.com 

Program description: Choreographed dance pieces are performed and simple dances are taught to children.

Audience age level:  3+

Time Length: 30-45 minutes.

Special Needs: Space to dance

Travel range:  Within 30 miles of Salem

Fee:   $50

Additional costs:  N/A

Seasonal availability:  Not available July 1-August 15

Single performance?: Yes

Morgan Marie Jordan
21730 Pope Rd.   Merrill, OR  97633

(541) 798-5488

mjdorris@yahoo.com 

Program description:  Storytelling and music from all over the world. High group participation. Imagination and fun.

Audience age level: Library and school performances for elementary school level.

Time Length: Depending on audience, 20-45 min.

Special Needs:  Sound equipment in some cases, such as in school auditoriums. Library settings or classroom none needed. Have guitar will travel.

Travel range:  No limit, but for distances over 50 miles, must book at least 3 programs.

Fee:  $125 for one program. Additional mileage if over 25 miles. Multiple programs at one place are negotiable.

Additional costs:  Over 25 miles, $25; over 50 miles, $50; over 100 we would have to negotiate accommodation and mileage.

Seasonal availability:  Summers are best for travel. Other seasons I’m available depending on weather and road conditions. The best days for me are Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays.

Single performance?: Depends on distance.

Kid Tunes, Inc.

Pat Harris (contact) & Terri Thurman Finck
Pat: 2619 Berkeley St., Klamath Falls, OR 97601

Terri: 19521 Jennifer Court Ln., Oregon City, OR  97045

(541) 883-3982 (Pat Harris)

galliump@kid-tunes.com      www.kid-tunes.com
Program description:  We present a mother-daughter interactive music of original songs from our Galliump Song Album (national award-winner) and NEW songs and dances we have recently recorded. Many of the songs deal with jungle animals and creatures of rain forests, including “Snork the Elephant” and “Jungle Beat” – the latter about creatures of the Amazon Basin. Children are invited to participate on certain songs.

Audience age level:  Preschool-5th grade. Will select songs according to age group.

Time Length:  approx. 45 min.   flexible

Special Needs:  Large table for PA system and puppets. Small table for “lake” and other puppets. Can do 4-min. slide show if screen and dark room are provided.

Travel range:  Mostly I-5 corridor, possibly 50 miles on either side. Will travel farther if we can do several shows.

Fee:  $150 per show or $225 for 2 back-to-back shows in same library

Additional costs:  $25 travel stipend for 25-50 miles one way from Portland. $50 stipend if we travel more than 50 miles one-way.

Seasonal availability:  most of the year.

Single performance?: Yes, if near Portland

Christopher Leebrick
1567 Holly Street    West Linn, OR  97068

(503) 656-9567

christopherleebrick@hotmail.com
allgoodstories.com
Program description: Dynamic performance by master storyteller, Christopher Leebrick.  Drawn from his large multicultural repertoire, programs may include hilarious Oregon tall tales as well as stories from Southern Appalachia, Africa, Ireland, Native America, and more. Also features lively harmonica and cedar flute music. (Often program can be tailored to include stories linked to current summer reading theme.)

Audience age level: 5-105! Grown-ups enjoy the program as well and are encouraged to attend.

Time Length:  Approximately 40 minutes.

Special Needs:  None.

Travel range:  Throughout Oregon

Fee:  $175 (possible discounts for multiple performances on same day)

Additional costs:  Travel fee: Case-by-case basis. Flat mileage fee rather than per mile, usually $25-50 total for locations at least 30 minutes outside Portland (e.g. travel to Eugene=$25 gas fee, Ashland =$50 gas fee).  May be additional charge for inexpensive motel if overnight stay is required.

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

David Lichtenstein
Leapin’ Louie

4709 NE 19th Ave. Portland, OR  97211

(503) 281-5112 cell; (503) 320-8933

fax:  (503) 281-5112 (must call first)

leapin@ipns.com     www.comedytricks.com
Program description:  Highly entertaining combination of comedy, juggling, lasso tricks, high unicycle, puppetry, audience participation and more comedy. Strong ties made with specific quality children’s literature with book lists provided for the audience. Leapin’ Louie shows have wowed audiences in 21 different countries and in all kinds of situations.

Audience age level: All ages. Most books targeted for elementary school ages.

Time Length:  Adaptable.  50-60 min.

Special Needs: Best if there is an 8x10 ft. performance space, plus audience space.

Travel range:  Asia, N. America, S. America, Europe, Africa.

Fee:  $275

Additional costs:   Approximate travel costs $1 for every mile over 30 from Portland (first 30 free). Over 100 miles probably requires multiple shows or tour linking.

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Mad Science of Portland and Vancouver
1015 E Burnside St.   Portland, OR  97214

(503) 230-8040

fax:  (503) 230-8949

info@madscienceportland.com      

www.madscienceportland.com
Program description:  High-energy, entertaining, and educational science shows. We get kids excited about science and learning through our interactive activities that involve the children in exciting demonstrations. Mad Science shows are spectacular presentations that will dazzle the whole family!

Audience age level:  4-12 years

Time Length:   30 or 45 min.

Special Needs:  Table for equipment, electricity and access to water.

Travel range:  Oregon and SW Washington (Travel fee applies outside Portland.

Fee:  $175 for 30 min.    $195 for 45 min.

Additional costs:   Travel fees for shows outside Portland

Seasonal availability:  Year round

Single performance?: Yes

Ann Marchant
24882 Evergreen Rd.  Philomath, OR  97370

(541) 929-4154

amarchant@proaxis.com 

Program description: Storytelling, both traditional tales and original, often humorous, usually with a gently positive moral or message. Storytelling is a vehicle for teaching life’s lessons or finding meaning in events. In the way that all TV is educational TV, the concern lying in what lesson is being taught, so storytelling is the ancient educational tool. These tellings are with a minimum of costume or props and they are often interactive.

Audience age level: 5-10; 11-13; 14-18; or adult

Time Length:  30-120 minutes

Special Needs: Good acoustics or mike

Travel range:  100 miles, negotiable

Fee:  negotiable

Additional costs:  travel

Seasonal availability:  year-round

Single performance?:  negotiable

Katarinah Mazar

16085 NW Schendel Ave., #E  

Beaverton,  OR  97006

(503) 645-7474

katarinah888@yahoo.com 

Program description: Myrtle Schmergle’s Mystical Adventures—a kooky, conservative looking middle age Jewish New Yorker tries to make it big in show biz. She tells her story through song and dance how she went from exotic dancer to actress to rap singer, rock guitarist, but still gets no recognition for her great talent.

Audience age level:  Kids 10 and up, adults and seniors love Myrtle.

Time Length: Approx. 45 min. Can add time if needed after the show.

Special Needs: Electrical outlet.

Travel range:  Northwest.

Fee:   $250—audience size, event, or institution may affect fee.

Additional costs:   If I have to travel long distances.

Seasonal availability:  Year-round, but won’t travel in snow.

Single performance?: Yes

Thomas E. McLaughlin, Jr.

Mountain Maker Stories

21626 S Wisteria Rd., West Linn, OR  97068

(503) 742-9038 (h)  (503) 644-3745 (w)

searcher_t@hotmail.com 

Program description:  Tom McLaughlin tells original stories and tales from a variety of traditions and authors during lively, interactive performances. He tells stories of ordinary people and creatures doing heroic things as they become all that they are meant to be. Watch, listen to, and participate in the tales of Emily the eaglet, Peter the king, and many others. 

Audience age level:  children of all ages, high schoolers, adults.

Time Length:  normally 45 min., but flexible

Special Needs: none

Travel range:  W and N Oregon, W and S Washington

Fee:  $150 per performance

Additional costs:  .30 per mile for transportation; meals; and motel or home stay, if travel requires overnight accommodations. One of my programs also involves drawing or painting pictures. This would require payment for paper, crayons, pens and/or paints.

Seasonal availability:   Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Rick Meyers
The Old-Time Music Show

2444 SE Grant St.   Portland, OR  97214

(503) 234-9395

fax:  (503) 231-0608

mrrickoman@hotmail.com 

Program description:  Proving that American folk music is alive and well, Rick Meyers treats his audience to musical selections played on a variety of unusual instruments and common household items, and demonstrates Appalachian clog dancing. Students join Rick in the creation of his High Strung String Band.
Audience age level:   Preschool to adult; easily modified for specific audiences and thematic considerations.

Time Length:   30-60 min. depending on need.

Special Needs:  Help with unloading and loading when possible.

Travel range:   Statewide; prefer block bookings for long distances.

Fee:  Portland metro area: $150 for one; $100 for each additional.

Additional costs:  Travel fees/per diem beyond Portland Metro. Negotiated on a case-by-case basis.

Seasonal availability:   Varies, very flexible

Single performance?: Yes.  If long distance, block booking lowers cost to each site.

Taylor Morrison

37280 SW Goddard Rd.,  Cornelius, OR  97113

(503) 992-8318

fax:  (503) 992-1186

Taylor_Morrison@Yahoo.com 

Program description:  Understanding the Process Behind Writing and Illustrating Books—Taylor explains the extensive process behind publishing books by displaying storyboards, sketch dummies, and final paintings ready for the printer. He then shows slides about the research and work that have gone into his books. Each slide show is about 20 minutes, and can be tailored to fit the teacher’s schedules.  Author/Illustrator Taylor Morrison has published six books since he graduated from the Rhode Island School of Design in 1994. With a keen interest in details, he sometimes spends years searching for historical documents, artifacts, and people who help him piece together true stories. He has a strong background in history and science to make his paintings as accurate as possible.  Currently he is working on his seventh book about how skilled artists and scientists mapped the West Coast in the 1850’s.  His books have been recommended by Smithsonian magazine, The Children’s Book Committee at Bank Street College of Education, and used to teach at the University of Virginia.  His illustrations have been exhibited in the Society of Illustrators in New York. Taylor’s presentations and workshops are based on his own professional experience, and the needs that teachers have expressed to him.

Audience age level: 4th grade to adult

Time Length: 45 min. to 2 hours, depending on what is needed.

Special Needs: Two tables and a screen to show slides.

Travel range:  Anywhere in Oregon.

Fee:   $200 per presentation.

Additional costs:  ?

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Mud Pie Trio
Loretta Brenner (main contact), Jeni Wells-Whitney, Bill Lanham

905 NW 31st St.  Corvallis, OR  

(541) 753-0442

Lbrenner@attbi.com 

Program description:  The Mud Pie Trio is upbeat children’s music with a twist, and fun for the whole family! The Mud Pie Trio performs original songs and old favorites, and encourages the audience to sing and play along. Lottie, Jeni, and Billy blend their individual talents and experiences into a musical potluck that combines the best of folk, blues, jazz, and rock & roll, with a generous dash of humor. Interactive children’s music performed on guitar, fiddle, banjo, dobro, mandolin, and percussion instruments will leave you humming a catchy tune and coming back for more!  We integrate participatory musical selections with “just for listening and singing along” selections, sue props such as puppets, dinosaur feet, animal ears, etc. to help engage our audience and add to the festive atmosphere.  We also talk about the instruments we play, offer some history and fun facts about them, and compare their sounds.  In addition to our regular performances, we also do special Teddy Bear Concerts that encourage children to play, sing, and move with their cuddly teddy bears and other stuffed animals. We are high-spirited, adaptable, and like playing along with the audience. We have extensive musical and performing experience, and love working with children of all ages!

Audience age level:  We aim for 5-12-year-olds. 

Time Length:  50 min.

Special Needs:  None
Travel range:   Anywhere

Fee:   $400 per show, negotiable depending on multiple bookings

Additional costs:  Mileage and lodging (if location is too far to travel in one day)

Seasonal availability:  Year round

Single performance?: Yes

Gordon Munro

Firelight Stories

17959 Hazelnut Ridge Rd.    Silverton, OR  97381

(503) 873-6770 (h)   or (503) 295-4911 (w)

GordonMunro@KennedyJenks.com 

Program description:  Storytelling told to the rhythm of the drum. The stories are folk tales, fairy tales and myths from around the world. The stories can be selected with a particular theme in mind, or from a particular culture. Audience participation can be worked into the program. For instance, in one library we had the children drum with me during the stories with the drums they had made.

Audience age level:  Grade school to adults.

Time Length: 40-6- min., depending on what the library wants.

Special Needs:  A comfortable place where people can gather in a semi-circle.  It’s nice if the lights can be dimmed.

Travel range:  120 miles one way.

Fee:  $120

Additional costs:  Additional travel expenses if the distance is over 120 miles.

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Tim Olmstead
Discovery Northwest

1014 Charles St.     Newberg, OR  97132

(503) 538-1651

Program description:   Sports Card Swap Meet:  A two-hour event focusing on facilitating card trading among participants. Incidental instruction on collecting and sports provided as well as promotion of sports-related reading material. Interactive displays stressing reading, simple research and thinking skills as well as regular give-aways are included.

Audience age level:  6 years to teens; parents welcome; especially good draw for 8-14-year-olds, both genders.

Time Length:  2 hours, flexible 

Special Needs:  Your willingness to promote in local sports card shops as well as the usual places (schools, newspaper, youth center, parks and recreation facilities) will greatly enhance the success of this program.

Travel range:   I could be talked into many places . . .

Fee:   $90

Additional costs:   Travel costs

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Oregon Fantasy Puppet Theater
Celeste Rose

820 E 36th Ave.   Eugene, OR  97405

(541)  686-1574 

therct@efn.org 

Program description:  Marionette shows, with comedy, music, and audience participation. Adapting old favorites and creating original pieces.

Audience age level:  Family audiences.

Time Length:  45 minutes.

Special Needs:  Ramps, for wheeling in large cart

Travel range:  300 miles

Fee:   $165 for one show;  2nd show $50, same day, same site.

Additional costs:  first 100 miles from Eugene free. 30 cents a mile beyond, overnight charge.

Seasonal availability:  Not in December. Other seasons good.

Single performance?: Yes

Greta Pedersen
PMB 252, 19363 Willamette Dr.

West Linn, OR 97068

(503) 699-1814

fax:  (503) 699-1813

greta@greta.net        www.greta.net
Program description: Music Is Magic with Greta Pedersen. Library programs are individually tailored to each audience, filled with age-appropriate activities, such as singing, hand motions and/or sign language, stretching songs, and playing spoons and other percussion instruments. New for Summer 2003: Songs of Discovery and Exploration.  Year-round, choose from these program themes:  American Folk Songs, Music Is Magic (original and traditional sing-alongs), Songs of Many Lands (international), December Holidays (Hanukkah, Christmas & Kwanzaa), or request a theme for your special events.

Audience age level:  Preschool-5th grade. Presentation adjusted to fit audience.

Time Length:  30 min. for preschoolers, 45 min. for elem. school age or mixed audience.

Special Needs:  Table 4 ft. by 4 ft. okay

Travel range:  Throughout Oregon. Bookings more than 50 miles from West Linn require block booking with other area libraries.

Fee:  Call for quote. Some matching fund grants available through the organization Local 1000

Additional costs:  Negotiable with block books where an overnight is required. Home-stay (non-smoking, private room) is a possibility.

Seasonal availability: Year-round

Single performance?:  Yes, within 50-mile radius of West Linn

Anne Penfound
523 NE Hazelfern Place   Portland, OR  97232

(503) 238-1203

fax:  (503) 238-1203

AnnePen@aol.com 

Program description:  1.  Oral Storytelling—Multicultural tales that will tickle the senses, providing inspiration to have fun, ask questions, explore and learn.  2.  Happy Halloween:  Scary tales and not-so-scary tales.   3.  Tales for the Festive Season     4.  The Birds and the Bees, the Flowers and the trees (Tales of Coyote, Spider, the Conifer Trees and others)   5.  How does your garden grow? Vegetable tales    6.  Tricky Trixters, Fools and Numbskulls   7.  Stories from Japan and the British Isles.

Audience age level:    Preschool, K-6. Programs can be adapted for different age levels, including adults.

Time Length: 15, 30, 45, or 60 minutes.

Special Needs:  Microphone and speakers for larger audiences.

Travel range: 50 miles.

Fee:   Performances up to 30 minutes—Single $75, Pair $135.   Performances up to 1 hour—Single $150; Pair $280.

Additional costs: Travel over 20 miles 30 cents per mile. Craft: additional fee.

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Scott Perry

3511 40th Ave SE   Albany, OR  97321

(541) 928-9611

scperry@teleport.com    www.charactersongs.com 

Program description:  Scott sings fun, original songs for children dealing with character traits such as honesty, patience and kindness as well as songs about everyday life experiences such as riding bikes and swinging on swings. His presentation incorporates puppetry as well, including a talking puppet (via Scott’s ventriloquism) who helps illustrate the character traits covered in the music. Scott has performed in many Oregon elementary schools as well as having been a featured performer in Albany Parks and Recreation’s Children’s Performing Arts Series.

Audience age level:  Ages 4-10

Time Length: 30-40 min. depending on age level

Special Needs: None.

Travel range:  Throughout Oregon

Fee:  $200 per performance (negotiable)

Additional costs:  Travel reimbursement for areas outside of the area from Salem to Eugene.

Seasonal availability:  Can do some presentations during the school year. Availability increases during summertime because Scott works for public schools.

Single performance?: Yes

The Phoenix Theatre Company
Theater to Go!

P.O. Box 86    Gresham, OR  97030-0013

(503) 674-7578

fax:  (503) 254-0905

theatertogo@email.com
www.thephoenixtheatre.com 

Program description: Hans Christian Andersen in story and song. 20 minutes, 2-3 performers, including the stories of The Ugly Duckling, The King’s New Clothes, The Princess and the Pea, Thumbelina, a brief overview of other works. Interactive fun, with the kids encouraged to help act out some of the stories. For ages 3-9.       “The Two of Us” –20 minutes of familiar Broadway song and dance originally performed by famous theatrical pairs.  Includes Fascinatin’ Rhythm, Singin’ in the Rain, songs from “The Music Man,” songs from “My Fair Lady,” “Shall We Dance” from “The King and I.”  Fast-paced and fun, with props and costume changes that appeal to a sense of fun. For ages 5-106.

Audience age level:  See above

Time Length:  20 minutes

Special Needs:  Electric power, 8x10 space

Travel range:  50 miles of Portland

Fee:   $350, with $25 discount if booked 6 months or more in advance

Additional costs: 

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Tom Question (stage name)

Tom Yahner (real name)

1094 A Street, Springfield, OR  97477

(541) 736-9743

question@efn.org 

Program description:   The goal is for the audience to feel that their support of the library and their use of reading as a life skill is special, rewarding and well worth continuing. Stiltwalking, juggling, Chinese yo-yo, oodles of audience participation, poetry, comedy and an “undeniable enthusiasm for life,” to use the words of one librarian, are the tools combined to transfer the excitement of live, circus entertainment to your library programs. Quotes, photos, and copy specific to your program are available upon booking. In addition to performances, I am equipped to teach Circus Skill workshops. The workshops “provide an enjoyable learning experience, teaching real circus skills and specific learning strategies that the students will use for the rest of their lives,” according to one PE teacher in Colorado Springs, CO.

Audience age level: Any and all

Time Length:  15-75 min., typically 45 min.

Special Needs:  Stilts are most effective with a minimum 9-foot ceiling. Minimum stage area is approx. 12-12 ft. Outdoor stages are no problem and sometimes preferable.

Travel range:  No limits. Call for scheduling

Fee:  $250 and up. Additional travel costs may apply. Bulk booking discounts available.

Additional costs:  Much depends on scheduling. Call for details.

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

The Reptile Man
Richard Ritchey

58727 E Sleepy Hollow Dr.

Sandy, OR  97055

(503) 622-6672

fax:  same 

Rich.paulette@verizon.net 

Program description:  Educational reptile presentation using live reptiles. 18-20 different animals.  Opportunities to hold and touch. Humor included!

Audience age level:  5 to adult

Time Length:  60 minutes

Special Needs: one 8-foot table

Travel range:  Eugene to Seattle

Fee:   $250, with discounts available for multiple bookings

Additional costs:  Travel charge may apply

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Nicole Rubel

14720 Albers Way NE     Aurora, OR  97002

(503) 678-5985

nicole@nicolerubel.com      www.nicolerubel.com
Program description:  Children’s book author and illustrator shows work through slides and drawing. Children are taught to think creatively about writing stories and exploring different art styles.

Audience age level:  K-6

Time Length:  1 hour

Special Needs:  Kodak slide projector, cassette tape player, easel 1 fat black marker, and large pad of paper.

Travel range:   1 hour for local fee.

Fee:   $300 per presentation up to 4 presentations per day.  $350 for single presentation.

Additional costs:  No fee for local travel.  Author needs to be fed by school or library if she is visiting during lunchtime or dinner. 

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes, for $350 fee.

Anne Rutherford
1014 SE  Sherrett   Portland, OR  97202

(503) 235-3474

truheart@spiritone.com  

Program description:  I tell original and classic stories in a fun, interactive format fitting the focus of the group. Typical programs include seasonal, developmental or cultural themes. The stories often serve as a catalyst for interaction and discussion, though it can also be simply to entertain. I also offer programs where children learn and explore the structure and elements of story, and learn to tell a story appropriate for their age range. Additionally, I do family performances geared for parents, grandparents and children to enjoy together.

Audience age level:  Kindergarten through high school.

Time Length:   20-50 min. for stand-alone program. 1.5 hours to 5 hour-long sessions for interactive workshops.

Special Needs:   A room with good acoustics, comfortable seating for audience and no visual or aural distractions. Enough adults to assure appropriate behavior by children in the group.  With larger groups I’ll need a lapel or hand-held microphone.

Travel range: Statewide.

Fee:  Classroom-sized groups:  $50-125 per hour, depending on size of group and number of sessions. Assembly sized groups: $250-500 depending on size, type and length of performance.

Additional costs: Mileage and lodging if traveling beyond Portland metro area.

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Sarah Stein
2937 NE Flanders St.   Portland, OR  97232

(503) 736-1375

fax:  (503) 235-3520

ssteinstory@yahoo.com 

Program description:  a. Jewish stories;                        b. International and literary stories;  c. Holiday programs;   d. Preschool storytelling programs;  

e. Creative dramatic programs

Audience age level:  Preschool to grade 5. Like family programs with mixed ages.

Time Length:  30-45 minutes

Special Needs:  Small table

Travel range: Prefer Portland area or close-in, but am flexible.

Fee:   $75

Additional costs:  Travel costs outside of Portland area

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes, if in Portland area

Anne-Louise Sterry

Simply Songs and Stories

11260 SW Swiftshore Circle,  West Linn, OR 97068

(503) 657-6135

fax:  (503) 655-0410

web: www.anne-louise.com

dedel@web-ster.com 

Program description: Performance: a program of music and stories crafted to meet the age of your audience and t meet your theme if you should have one. Workshops: please ask me about the variety of workshops I can offer to you and your patrons.

Audience age level:  All! I have programs for any age and can provide what you need for your group. I also have the flexibility to meet the needs of the audience should the age group be different than “your best guess.”

Time Length:  45 min. is the average, though I can do as short as 30 and as long as 60.

Special Needs: None.

Travel range: Everywhere!

Fee:  Range of $250-300 depending.

Additional costs: More than 40 miles round trip is .34 per mile plus expenses if there is an overnight involved.

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes, though cost may be higher if you are far, far away!

Nancy Stewart

Animal Crackers and Friends Street Music

6505 SE 28th St.,   Mercer Island, WA  98040

(206) 232-1078 

fax:  (206) 232-0292

Nancy@Nancymusic.com   www.Nancymusic.com 

Program description:  Interactive children’s concerts (15 themes) created especially for the library.

Audience age level:     Children 10 and under and families.

Time Length:   45 minutes.

Special Needs:  None

Travel range:    Northwest

Fee:  $250-$350 (negotiable depending on number and locations of bookings)

Additional costs:  travel, negotiable

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes, assuming it makes sense financially.

Stories and Music Live
Mary Lynne McGrath and Robin Aurelius

3279 D Street      Sacramento, CA  95816

(916) 447-3557 

fax:  (916)  447-3558 

raureli@yahoo.com    www.storiesandmusiclive.com
Program description:   Folk tales, personal stories, historical narratives. We create unique live music, song and story programs for public libraries, school libraries, museums, and recreation centers. Our current repertoire includes, “Peaceful Tales for Peaceful Families,”  Halloween and Harvest Festivals, Thanksgiving and Christmas programs, April Fools, May Day, St. Patrick’s Day, and National Patriotic Holidays.

Audience age level:  Pre-K, K, K-6, Young Adult, Family

Time Length:  30-50 minutes

Special Needs:  None. We bring our own musical instruments and sound system.

Travel range:  Northwest and Canada

Fee:  Single performance: $300; Half Day: $600; Full day: $800. We prefer to book half or whole days in order to teach the art of storytelling to as many students as possible.

Additional costs:  Travel at 33 cents/mile or coach airfare, whichever is less, lodging and meals at cost.

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?:  

The Story Singers
John Arthur and Louise Johnson

6596 NW Niagara Dr.  Corvallis, OR  97330

(541)745-7568 JA or (541) 752-8918 LJ

jread@peak.org JAjlj@peak.org   LJ

Program description: We tell stories. Mostly we choose stories written or retold by well-known children’s authors which are available from a library. We bring the stories to life by acting them out and frequently by involving some of the children as actors. We use lots of props, costumes, sound effects and musical accompaniment. The idea is to involve the children more than just as passive listeners, and to show them just how much fun it is to become totally involved in a story. For larger groups, not all the children can be on stage, but all can contribute with music and sound effects.

Audience age level:  Preschool to 5th grade. We prefer not to have too wide a spread in age, since the exact program is geared to the average age.

Time Length:  45 min. but adaptable. Can be 30-60 min.

Special Needs:  None

Travel range:   100 miles from Corvallis

Fee:  $100 

Additional costs:   N/A

Seasonal availability:  Year-Round

Single performance?: Yes

Steve Taylor
Steve Taylor’s PEP Talks (Personal Empowerment Programs)

P.O. Box 301231     Portland, OR  97294

(888) 473-7869

fax:  same

peptox@aol.com  

stevetaylorpro.com  or peptox.com
Program description: Steve Taylor’s PEP Talks currently offers four completely different reading-themed programs, all featuring comedy magic, ventriloquism and lots of audience participation. All four 45-minute programs, while hilarious to watch, teach important reading and library motivation messages to get your kids to “turn on to the fun and thrill of reading and using the library.” (see web site for more details.

Audience age level:   4 to 104

Time Length: 40-45 minutes.

Special Needs:  None, I bring everything I need to perform with me (except the audience and electricity)

Travel range:  Entire state of Oregon

Fee:   $250/performance (Plus discounts for multiple performances and if you book a library system—see web site for more details)

Additional costs: Travel fee to some areas (see web site for details.)

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Jon ten Broek and Sandy Smith
P.O. Box 1797     Corvallis, OR  97339

(541) 757-2914

fax:  same

jacksandy@hotmail.com
http://members.aol.com/raindrprec/raindrop.html
Program description:  Traditional and original children’s music on autoharp, mountain dulcimer, and guitar. Interactive with emphasis on singing participation.

Audience age level:  4-12 years.

Time Length:  1 hour plus time for children to play on instruments afterwards.

Special Needs:  none

Travel range:  Oregon

Fee:   $150

Additional costs:  Gas and lodging allowance if location is remote

Seasonal availability:  January through October

Single performance?: Yes

Rhys Thomas
JuggleMania

6647 NE Going St.,   Portland, OR  97218

(503) 282-1429

fax:  (503) 282-1429

rhys@jugglemania.com      www.jugglemania.com
Program description: Acrobatic comedy juggling in praise of the books that taught me everything I show.

Audience age level:  Family  (K-99)

Time Length: 50-60 min.

Special Needs:  approx. 10 . 10 performing area

Travel range:  unlimited

Fee:  Averages $300 (can be less if multiple shows/day)

Additional costs:  Lodging if terribly distant

Seasonal availability:  Mostly June/July for libraries, all year for school shows

Single performance?: Yes

Twinkle Toes the Clown; Buffoon Balloons
Leta Lou Lillard

P.O. Box 17714   Salem, OR  97305

(503) 399-9046

fax:  same. Call before sending

www.buffoonballoons.verizonsupersite.com  

Program description:  Helmet/seat belt safety awareness and/or health information taught by Twinkle Toes the Clown. For schools/library settings. A great learning experience! Also available for company parties, birthday parties, animal balloons, face painting, games, storytelling, etc.

Audience age level:  Ages 1 to 100

Time Length:  1-8 hours.

Special Needs:  None.

Travel range:   100 miles or less from Salem

Fee:  First hour $75. $30/half hour after first hour

Additional costs:  Salem to Portland, $25; to Eugene $30; to Woodburn, $10

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Vancouver Camerata, Ltd.

Rhonda Ringering, piano; Mark Filip, clarinet and saxophone; Rebecca Olson, flute

1525 Juniper St.,   Forest Grove, OR  97116

(503) 992-2192

fax:  (503) 992-2192

rhonda@ringeringarts.com 

Program description:  Fipple, Fingerboard and a Licorice Stick: Animal tunes, dances, and boogie-woogies are featured in this rollicking program featuring the flute, piano and clarinet. Bonus: kids who play the flute or clarinet are asked to bring their instruments and join in on one song.

Audience age level:  4-12

Time Length:    60 min.

Special Needs:   We need a piano

Travel range:  Will travel all over the state.

Fee:   $300

Additional costs:   none

Seasonal availability:  Year-round. Contact Rhonda Ringering for booking information.

Single performance?: Yes

Melanie Wylde
Mad Mel “Swing Along with Mel”

P.O. Box 823,   Wilsonville, OR  97070

(503) 384-9099

swingpuppets@madmel.net   www.madmel.net 

Program description:  A spontaneously fun, audience-interactive cabaret style one-woman extravaganza. Mad Mel and her menagerie of animal puppets sing in English, Spanish, Yiddish , Russian, French, Italian, and Portuguese the songs from 1900-1950. From friendly monsters to dragons, Mad Mel and her magnificent puppets will tickle your funny bone and touch your heart. “Swing Along With Mel” also includes impromptu comedy and dance, theme medleys, novelty songs and Broadway Belts. Depending on audience and event it can also include humorous and touching WWI and II medleys, and bits of fun, historical facts relating to the year of each song. Kids go nutz!

Audience age level:   Show adaptable to:  K-5; middle school; high school; college; adult; senior; or intergenerational (family) 

Time Length:   45-60 minutes.

Special Needs:  Table, electrical outlet, smoke-free environment

Travel range:  Northwest

Fee:  $350 (Audience size, event, or institution may affect fee)

Additional costs:  Travel, if long distance.

Seasonal availability:  Year-round

Single performance?: Yes

Linda Yapp
6715 Otter Crest Loop   Otter Rock, OR  97369

(541) 265-3027 day;  (541) 765-7736 evening

LYAPP@Newportnet.com 

Program description:  I sing for children with the guitar, using several puppets, stuffed animals, and a full-size bear (usually my husband in a costume) Songs are mostly original, some audience participation, and color books at end of critters in songs. Nature songs, silly/nonsense songs and games.

Audience age level:  toddler through elementary

Time Length: 45-60 minutes.

Special Needs:  Table and chair and outlet for mike, if needed.

Travel range:  Oregon, Washington, Northern California.

Fee:  $100-150

Additional costs:  Travel expenses

Seasonal availability:  Most of the year afternoons and evenings, some mornings.  Summer all day.

Single performance?: Yes

Yvonne Young
1185 McLean Blvd.  Eugene, OR  97405

(541) 302-2848

yey@efn.net 

Program description: Audience participation stories—storytelling programs and workshops for parents, librarians, teachers, etc. Current programs include Native American tales, African tales, folktales from cultures around the world, stories of Peace and Justice, stories of the Oregon Trail, and Oregon pioneers.

Audience age level:  All ages

Time Length:  tailored to your needs.

Special Needs:  microphone

Travel range:  statewide

Fee:  $150 unless longer than one hour.

Additional costs:   Mileage, per diem if overnight stay is necessary (or hospitality in someone’s home)

Seasonal availability:  year-round

Single performance?: Yes

