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PO Box 3067  •    La Grande OR 97850
January 15, 2025

Subject:  OLA Statement of Support for the Josephine Community Library District

The Oregon Library Association stands in full support of Josephine Community Library District and its dedicated staff as they face the alarming decision to terminate the Grants Pass Library’s long-standing lease. This decision jeopardizes an essential institution that has been a cornerstone of the community for more than a century. 
Libraries like this one are far more than buildings with books; they are hubs of opportunity and empowerment. The Grants Pass Library has helped countless individuals build resumes, develop skills, and secure jobs, directly contributing to the economic success of the community. Beyond that, the library offers a vital space for families, students, and individuals to connect, learn, and grow. The risks of losing the Grants Pass Library cannot be overstated. When libraries close, communities suffer: resources for job seekers vanish, opportunities for skill-building disappear, and families lose a safe, welcoming place to gather and learn. For a region that has experienced the profound absence of its libraries in the past, we cannot allow this critical resource to be threatened again.

We urge Josephine County leaders and the broader community to recognize the irreplaceable value of Josephine Community Library District. Libraries are investments in the future, and their closure would leave gaps that no other institution can fill. The Oregon Library Association and library advocates across the state stand with the Josephine Community Library District in this fight for the future of your library and the community it serves.

In solidarity,

The Oregon Library Association Executive Board

 

Ayn Reyes Frazee (she/her/ella)
Oregon Library Association President, 2024-25

Teacher-Librarian, Portland Public Schools

olapresident@olaweb
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