OLA Information, 1990 - 1991

List of Officers 

President:  Jim Scheppke, Oregon State Library

Vice President:  Maureen Sloan, Oregon Graduate Institute

Past President:  Michael Gaston, Siuslaw Public Library

Treasurer:  Fran Wendtland, Eugene Public Library 

Secretary:  Sue Burkholder, Southern Oregon State College

Parliamentarian:  Don Ownbey, Lane Community College

ALA Representative:  Carol Hildebrand, Eugene Public Library 

OEMA Representative:  not found

PNLA Representative: Carole Dickerson, Newport Public Library 

 Member at large: Sheryl Steinke, Eugene 4J School District

 State Librarian:  Wes Doak

Location and theme of annual conference 
“Oregon Libraries: Together into the Future”
Ashland Hills Inn, Ashland, OR 

April 10-13, 1991

Notable speakers: Howard Rheingold, Michael Gorman, Kim Stafford

Legislative activity 

Measure 5 approved November, 1990

Passed SB 897 creating a “blue ribbon task force” on libraries lead by Senator Cliff Trow

Notable awards/honorary memberships 

3 new awards replacing the Distinguished Service Award

1. Oregon Librarian of the Year

2. Oregon Library Employee of the Year

3. Oregon Library Supporter of the Year
Outstanding events that you remember

I think my being elected OLA President was a fluke. My opponent was Terry Rohe who was a deputy director at the PSU library and a strong candidate.  Unfortunately for Terry, her last name changed in the midst of her campaign to “Rohe” and I think she suffered a lack of name recognition as a result.  I was glad that she decided to run again later in the decade and was elected.
1990-91 was the year that OLA began to contract for administrative services.  An RFP process that I was involved with the previous year resulted in a contract with Professional Administrative Services of Salem (aka “The McCullys”), the firm that OLA continues to work with today.  I appointed a task force led by President-Elect Maureen Sloan to develop a plan to balance OLA’s budget.  The task force recommended a dues increase which the OLA Board endorsed and which was passed by the membership at our conference in Ashland.  The new dues were a graduated schedule based on salary, from $25 to $60 a year.  Also at the conference, the Vision 2000 Committee, led by Mel George, the library director at OSU, unveiled its draft strategic plan which drew good support from OLA members.  

The infamous Ballot Measure 5 passed in November, 1990, and many libraries experienced budget cuts in the wake of Measure 5, including the State Library and many public libraries.  OLA’s response to Measure 5 was to sponsor SB 897 in the 1991 Legislature.  With Senator Cliff Trow of Corvallis as our champion, the bill passed and created an interim legislative committee, which we called a “blue ribbon task force,” to look at the gamut of library issues in light of Measure 5 and Vision 2000.

I remember the Ashland conference as having a particularly good program, thanks to Conference Chair Sue Burkholder, library director at SOU, and her committee.  The futurist Howard Rheingold was the keynote speaker (I’ll always remember his wacky hand-painted shoes!) talking about how in the future there would be interactive communities of people communicating with one another using their personal computers (imagine that).  Then we balanced his far-out presentation with Michael Gorman, then as now a library traditionalist, whose topic was “Libraries in the Year 2001.”  I also recall that Oregon poet Kim Stafford made a wonderful presentation to the Trustees and Friends Division.

Another important thing that happened at the conference as a session called “Spotlight on the State Library” which brought together State Library Board members and staff and OLA leaders to discuss the present and future mission of the State Library.  OLA leaders were highly critical of a number of State Library undertakings that they felt were not of great value (including some things we had done for decades).  The State Library Board really got an earful, and I believe were highly motivated to rethink our mission as a result of this session.

In 1990-91, the University of Arizona was pushing hard to get OLA and the State Library to endorse their plan for a distance MLIS program.  As time went on, and we learned more of the details, we saw that the quality of the program they were proposing was not acceptable (e. g., taped class sessions on videocassette). So we turned them down and  few years later accepted a proposal from Emporia State University to offer live classes in Portland.  A good decision!

1990-91 was a tumultuous and exciting year for me.  The State Librarian, Wes Doak, resigned June 19, 1991, under a cloud, after a Secretary of State’s audit of the relationship of the State Library to the Oregon Library Foundation, which Wes established in 1985.  The audit criticized the lack of separation between the two entities and Wes’ role as director of both.  I was head of the Library Development Services division at the time, and on June 21st was appointed to be Acting State Librarian by the State Library Board.  I decided I was necessary to resign as OLA President two months early, and Maureen Sloan graciously agreed to take over.  

I will always be grateful that I was given the opportunity to be President of OLA, so that I could improve my leadership skills and “show my stuff” to the leaders of Oregon’s library community.  Without this opportunity, I probably would not have been a very competitive candidate for State Librarian when that opportunity arose in 1991. — Jim Scheppke

